
2019 LOCAL SECTION ELECTION – POSITION STATEMENT 
 
D. RICHARD COBB (Candidate for Councilor) 
 

It has been my privilege to serve as one of the Councilors for the Rochester Local Section for 17 
years now (1999-2003 and 2008-2019). 
 

In that time I have had the honor to Chair two major Committees on the ACS national level, 
Membership Affairs and Nominations & Elections.  Presently I am serving on my 2nd ACS elected 
Committee – the Committee on Committees (ConC).  In that role, I serve as a liaison to two national 
committees as well as serve within ConC. 
 

This is an exciting year, as I was also designated as one of the candidates for Director-at-Large for 
the ACS.  There are four nominees, of which two will be elected.  That election is underway at the 
same time as our Local Section election.   
 

In all of these rolls, I maintained two major principles: 
 

1. Represent the Rochester Local Section well, and in whatever I do, make a difference, and 
2. Remember that I serve as a “representative” for our Local Section members. 
 

In that second area, from a survey taken on the Council floor in San Diego, I was delighted that the 
Councilors felt that their primary role as a Councilor was to “Serve as a representative for the 
members within their Local Section or Division (63%).  That is exactly how I feel. Yet, according to the 
ACS Bylaws, the main purpose for Council is to serve as an “advisor” to the Board of Directors.  
Personally, I will stick with my belief that we are there for you – the grassroots member – and that is 
why you will always see a Council Corner report from me leading up to a National Meeting (seeking 
your input on what is being voted upon at that meeting) and after the meeting (to share what the 
decisions were and how I voted and why). 
 

This is how I pledge to continue serving as your Councilor if re-elected. 
 

But the times, “they are a changing”.  There are “working groups” and “taskforces” looking into 
shrinking the size of the ACS Council as well as the ACS Committee structure.  In my position on the 
national level, I am happy to have been selected to be part of both efforts.  In my opinion, the ACS 
Council does need to shrink.  It is presently larger than the U.S. Congress!  In my opinion, the 
Committee structure can be better aligned and more efficient and I am proposing to start by 
eliminating the requirement than only Councilors can serve on the ACS Council Committees.  I firmly 
believe that who sits on a committee should be judged on that person’s knowledge, skills and what 
they “bring to the table” – and not the position they hold. 
 

I am humbled yet excited to serve in such major capacities at this time of change. 
 

Yet there is one other thing – the importance, in my opinion, that your representative on the national 
level also remains active and involved on the local level.  Thus, I am happy to serve on the Rochester 
Section’s Audit & Finance Committees, Election Committee (in years when I am not a candidate) and 
have accepted the position as “On-Site Coordinator” for the upcoming NERM 2020.   
 

Still, it is vital that I – in fact all of us in the Local Section’s Leadership – begin to cultivate new faces 
and new ideas onto the governance scene.  The day is not that far off when it will be time to pass on 
all of the key leadership roles within the Local Section.  Now is the time to “groom” that new 
leadership by taking members under our wings and having them work with us in each of our roles as 
leaders. This is something I pledge to do for the sustainability of the Rochester Local Section. 
 
I look forward to your consideration of my candidacy for Councilor again this year. 


