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September 24, 2019.  ACS MEDIA RELEASE: Dr. Joseph F. 
Bringley, Founder & President of Transparent Materials is selected 
by the Rochester Section of the American Chemical Society as the 
2019 recipient of its Entrepreneur of the Year Award. 
 

With an exceptional insight for the design and synthesis of useful new functional 

materials, a passion for innovation, coupled with a keen business sense and hard 

work, Dr. Joseph Bringley, the founder of two chemistry-based companies in 

Rochester, has been selected as the 2019 Entrepreneur of the Year by the 

Rochester Section of the American Chemical Society. 

 

Dr. Bringley, a native of Rochester, received a B.S. in Chemistry from SUNY 

Fredonia in 1980, and a Ph.D. in Physical Chemistry from the University of 

Virginia in 1984.    Following a Postdoctoral Fellowship at the IBM Thomas J. 

Watson Research Laboratories in Yorktown Heights, NY, where he worked 

developing superconductive materials, he joined the Kodak Research Laboratories 

in 1991. His research at Kodak centered on nanotechnology and medical diagnostic 

materials for health imaging applications and resulted in commercialization of 

multiple technologies, including Kodak Computed Radiography. Dr. Bringley’s 

work resulted in 84 U.S. Patents. In 1999, he was recognized as an Eastman Kodak 

Distinguished Inventor, and he received the Trivelli-Sheppard Award for technical 

innovation in 2002.  
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Dr. Bringley left Eastman Kodak in 2007 to begin his career as an entrepreneur. He 

founded the biomaterials company Transparent Materials, LLC to apply his 

expertise in materials science, ceramics, and nanotechnology to the dental and 

medical markets. His company, located in the Eastman Business Park, has 

developed and markets multifunctional nanoparticles that are integrated into 

polymers to provide materials for tooth and bone replacement. These carefully 

designed composites are stronger, more durable, and improve the biocompatibility 

of the implant within the patient. The company has developed a unique 

manufacturing technology, holds several key patents, and continues to innovate 

within the dental materials industry. 

 

In its formative years, Transparent Materials raised more than four million dollars 

from the Federal Small Business Innovation and Research (SBIR) Program, the 

New York Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA), and from 

its customers.  The company is heavily focused on innovation and often partners 

with large corporations to commercialize technologies.  It also manufactures its 

own products that it sells directly into the dental materials industry. The Company 

has grown considerably since 2008 and now has customers in eight different 

countries. 

 

The Rochester ACS Section is pleased to recognize Dr. Bringley for his impressive  

technical and business achievements that promote the economic development of 

the Rochester area and its reputation, beginning with George Eastman over 125 

years ago, as a center for chemical innovation. The award will be presented at the 

Rochester ACS Section’s Annual Recognition Dinner on Tuesday, October 15 at 

the Brook House Restaurant (ticket details at www.rochesteracs.org). 
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Joseph Bringley 

 
 

The Rochester Section of the American Chemical Society is the professional 
organization of some 700 chemists, biochemists, and material scientists in the 6 
county Rochester area. For further information see: www.rochesteracs.org 


