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Elana Stennett 
 
Candidate for Local Section Vice Chair (2021-2023) 
 

I am running for Vice Chair of the Rochester section because I believe the local 
section has great potential to provide resources and help build community even in the 
age of COVID-19. Even so far this year, the local section has been driven forward in its 
goal of supporting chemists in the Rochester area. Seeing the dedication of the many 
wonderful individuals making up the section gives me hope for the possibilities for the 
future. I think that the local section is a cross roads to really help people form personal 
connections while also creatively reimagining activities to support and cultivate a love of 
chemistry in the Rochester area.  

 
As Vice Chair, I look forward to working with the Chair and the rest of the 

executive committee to continue this trajectory forward. Seeking out new people, 
learning what our members need and want from us, and working together to find ways 
to achieve our goals are important to the continued growth and life of this section. As 
Vice Chair, and lead for the section’s Strategic Plan, I think we can find new ways to 
bring in younger chemists, such as reaching out more to the colleges and universities 
as well as high school teachers, while also increasing the involvement of our retired 
chemists. Working to develop mentor programs is one way that we can accomplish 
many of our goals. I look forward to having the opportunity to share more thoughts if 
elected to this position. 
 
 
 
  



Biographical Information 
 
Elana Stennett 
 
Candidate for Local Section Vice Chair (2021-2023) 
 
Honors:  
 

“Salutes to Excellence” Award, ACS Rochester Section, 2019. 
 
Professional Position:  
 

Hobart and William Smith Colleges, Assistant Professor of Chemistry, July 2016-
present. 
 
ACS Local Section Offices:  
 

Member ACS since 2008.  
 

Treasurer of the Student Chemistry Club in the Wooster, OH Section, 2009-2010.  
 

Rochester Section: Northeast Regional Meeting 2020/2022  
 

Younger Chemist Committee Event Planner, 2018-present;  
 

Younger Chemist Committee chair/co-chair, 2019-present;  
 

Member-at-Large, 2020.  
 

Faculty Adviser to the HWS Student ACS Chemistry Club, 2019-present. 
 

Member: ACS Division ENVR, PROF.  
 

I am an Assistant Professor in the Chemistry Department at Hobart and William Smith 
Colleges (HWS). Starting my fifth year as a tenure-track faculty member, I have been 
busy getting my lab set-up where they investigate interactions that lead to membrane 
fouling during water purification. I believe strongly in serving my community beyond the 
classroom and serve on a number of different faculty advisory committees as well as 
the secretary to the Zetas of New York (HWS’s Phi Beta Kappa chapter). I hold a BA 
with ACS certification in Chemistry from The College of Wooster and a Ph.D. in 
Biophysical Chemistry from Arizona State University.  

 
I am currently a Member-at-Large on the Executive Committee and co-chair of the 
newly revived Rochester section Younger Chemists Committee (ROC ACS YCC, 2019 
– present). I am also a member of the NERM 2022 organization committee in charge of 
organizing YCC events. During my senior year of college I was the treasurer of my 
undergraduate ACS Chemistry Club. Now I serve as the adviser for the HWS ACS 
Student Chemistry Club. 


